Septo-optic dysplasia: MR imaging.
Septo-optic dysplasia is the diagnosis when optic nerve hypoplasia is seen in conjunction with dysgenesis of the septum pellucidum. Nearly two-thirds of these patients have hypothalamic-pituitary dysfunction, and half have schizencephaly. The disorder is difficult to classify because of the diversity of clinical and pathologic manifestations. Magnetic resonance images of 11 patients with clinical and radiographic evidence of septo-optic dysplasia were reviewed retrospectively. The "syndrome" appears to include two subsets of patients whose abnormalities have different embryogenesis and neuropathologic findings. The existence of these two subsets helps to explain the diversity of the clinical and radiologic findings.